Administration of Medication in Schools - 11 September 2002

The above policy is complete less the appendices which consist of a number of forms.  It was intended that it go to Education Committee at an early date.  However, there are two issues that make a delay advisable:

· The document has not been to teachers’ unions for consultation and, as some unions take a strong line on this issue, this is probably advisable; and

· The policy states that no teacher should administer any medication without having appropriate training, hence training must be provided before the policy is put into operation.

This training would be organised by Jackie Hamilton, School Health Visitor and would be undertaken by local health professionals.  The training would take one day.  In order to train a large number of teachers at once the use of a closure day would be necessary.  Due to the format of the November In-Service only a small number of teachers could be accommodated at this time.  The soonest possible time after this would be the two closure days in June 2003.

Proposal

It is proposed that the implementation of this policy is delayed until August 2003.  This would allow consultation to take place with teachers’ unions.  Additionally it is proposed that training is provided to the largest number of teachers possible during the closure days in June 2003.  The training could be provided over the two days to split the teachers into two groups.  Possible problems:

· Use of these two days is devolved to schools; and

· Secondary Subject Panel Meetings are scheduled for these two days.

This proposal would also need to be discussed with Dr Sarah Taylor, Director of Public Health.

